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R ecently, I was riding on a train. I had my bags at my feet and 
my legs were weary. I had been sitting for hours on a plane, 
then wandered around a new airport looking for an exit, and 

finally hustled to board a train into town. I sat in a seat that not only 
provided me room to set down my luggage, but also allowed me a good 
vantage point of the scenery that would race by. 

I peered out the window, and rain began to fall. As the train raced 
towards town, drops hit the windows and slid across the glass. They 
formed streaks as they wove their way to the distant edge before 
disappearing. Despite the rain, I was able to see much of the city 
sprawl. There were large warehouses, tractor trailers, and highways 
that ran beneath the tracks. I saw schools that still were in session, 
grocery stores packed with people, and bicyclists who seemingly were 
caught unaware by the approaching storm. 

One sight I loved gazing upon was the houses I passed. 
Communities had sprung up by the tracks. I assume downtown 
business folk wanted to get out of the high-rises but didn’t want to go 
too far. Some homes appeared to be quite lovely while others looked 
as if they needed fresh coats of paint. I believe I saw families sitting 
on the porch doing the same thing I was doing: watching the rain and 
seeing what passed by. 

Now, I said I think I saw, or what appeared to be, because many of 

Wooden Fences
the homes I glimpsed were behind fences: behind common, everyday 
fences that neighbors erect to keep dogs pinned in and sights like 
a passing train out. But as we rode quickly by, I was able to catch 
glimpses or snippets of families, homes, and lives. 

As I sat there, I wondered about what I was able to see. I wondered 
about what I was not able to comprehend because of those wooden 
planks. I also wondered about what judgments I was making about 
these folks despite my inability to fully see, know, and comprehend. A 
passage from Paul came to mind: (1 Corinthians 13:12) For now we 
see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face. Paul had 
just mentioned that as we grow, so does our understanding. The more 
of life we experience, the more of life we come to know, reason, and 
comprehend. And yet, despite our years and experiences, there is much 
we just don’t or cannot know. His dim glass was now my wooden fence. 

The ride made me think about my certainties. What I am so 
certain and sure about and that for which I will not waver? Where 
does my certitude come from? We must always keep in mind that our 
abilities, our gifts, our talents, and our knowledge are amazing gifts 
from God, but they are not infallible. None of which are complete. He 
alone can give us that, and He will . . . when we are with Him, again.  

–Thomas Quisenberry

We surpassed our goal of enough money to purchase supplies 
for 100 birthing kits. Many of these kits were packed for shipping on 

Wednesday, May 14. 
Another packing day 
will be announced at a 
later date.

Thank you, First Family!



The theme for VBS this year was “Weird Animals.” Every day 
we were introduced to some unique critters who taught us some 
special lessons about God’s love. We experienced Bible studies that 
taught about people in the Bible who were left out, different, didn’t 
understand, did wrong, or were scared. But these biblical characters 
discovered that Jesus loved them anyway! We watched videos where 
we learned about other kids who may be considered different or weird 
in the Kid Vid Cinema, partook of some awesome snacks from the 
Critter Café, played some pretty cool games at Untamed Games, and 
performed some weird experiments in Imagination Station.

On Day 1, we met Axl, who taught us that even when you’re left out, 
Jesus loves you! The Bible story was about Jesus healing the lepers. 
The verse for the day was Matthew 28:20, “I am with you always, even 
to the end of the age.” 

On Day 2, we met Fern, who reminded us that even though 
you’re different, Jesus loves you! The Bible story explained how 
Jesus reached out to a Samaritan woman. The verse for the day was 
Ephesians 2:10, “For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us 
anew in Christ Jesus.” 

On Day 3, we met Milton, who showed us that even when you don’t 
understand, Jesus loves you! During the Bible story time we learned 
how Jesus washed his disciples’ feet. The verse for the day was Luke 
6:31, “Do unto others as you would like them to do to you.”

On Day 4, we met Shred, who reminded us that even though you 
do wrong, Jesus loves you! The Bible story was about Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. The verse for the day was 1 John 4:10, “God loved us and 
sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins.”

On Day 5, we met Iggy, who taught us that even when you’re afraid, 
Jesus loves you! The Bible story was about Ananias bravely helping 
Saul. The verse for the day was Matthew 14:27, “Don’t be afraid… Take 
courage. I am here!”

Throughout the week we collected an offering for Heifer 
International in order to provide animals to those all over the world that 
are in need of food or income. Over the week we raised over $965! This  
will go to purchase: 5 flocks of ducks, 1 fluffle of 3 bunnies, 2 water  
buffalo, 1 pig, 1 sheep and 1 swarm of bees in a beehive.



On the Calendar
June / July 2014

Wednesday,  June  18,  2014
Youth  Mission  Trip  -‐  Puerto  Rico
Summer5me  Fellowship  &  Bible  Study 6:30PM
Church  Conference 6:45PM
Thursday,  June  19,  2014
Youth  Mission  Trip  -‐  Puerto  Rico
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries 6:00PM
Friday,  June  20,  2014
Youth  Mission  Trip  -‐  Puerto  Rico
Habitat  for  Humanity  Workday 9:00AM
Sunday,  June  22,  2014
Summer  Choir  Rehearsal 8:45AM
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Missions  CommiQee 4:00PM
Monday,  June  23,  2014
Coopera5ve  Bap5st  Fellowship    General  Assembly  
Tuesday,  June  24,  2014
CBF  General  Assembly  -‐  Atlanta
Wednesday,  June  25,  2014
CBF  General  Assembly  -‐  Atlanta
No  Wednesday  Evening  Ac55vies
Thursday,  June  26,  2014
Churchwide  Trip  to  CBF  General  Assembly  -‐  Atlanta
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries 6:00PM
Friday,  June  27,  2014
CBF  General  Assembly  -‐  Atlanta
Sunday,  June  29,  2014
Summer  Choir  Rehearsal 8:45AM
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Wednesday,  July  2,  2014
Churchwide  Ou5ng  to  Lookouts  Game

SUMMERTIME WEDNESDAYS AT 
FIRST BAPTIST 2014

June 18 6:30 PM Summer Fellowship & Bible
      Study. 

Everyone come to the parlor;
Bring homemade ice cream to share.

June 25  No Activities 
July 2 TBA Churchwide outing to the
  Lookouts game

Dogwood Holiday Cookout
Saturday, July 5, 1:00 pm

Hamburgers and Hot Dogs will be provided.
Please bring a side dish or dessert.

Transportation from the church will be 
provided if needed—please contact Judy 

Sullivan at 423-648-2540 or  
judy@fbcchattanooga.org

Thursday, June 26
Churchwide trip to CBF General Assembly in Atlanta 

1:30-3:45PM – Workshops (may attend two)
4:15-5:15PM – State/Regional Meetings
7:30-9:00PM – Worship Service (featuring a keynote address from former UN Ambassador, 

Andrew Young, about the church’s mission in the world as well as music from world-renowned 
operatic, concert soprano,  Indra Thomas, and songs from the CBF of Georgia Youth Choir.

For workshop information go to: 
www.thefellowship.info/general-assembly/workshops-mission-communities-and-business-breakouts/

Please contact Jeff Parker if you are interested in going to any or part of the events listed 
above: jeff@fbcchattanooga.org / 423.648.2545
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 Ministerial & Support Staff

Direct Dial
 Business Office 423.648.2547
 Education Office 423.648.2542
 Music Office 423.648.2543
 Pastor’s Office 423.648.2540
 Facilities Supervisor 423.648.2548

Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School

 10:30 AM Fellowship Time

 11:00 AM Worship

ATTENDANCE  FOR  6/1/2014     ATTENDANCE  FOR  6/8/2014  
234   Worship         232   Worship  
   13   Worship  Care               18   Worship  Care  
247   WORSHIP  TOTAL      250   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
233   Sunday  School        249   Sunday  School  
  
  
FINANCE  REPORT  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  6/1/14   $  19,746.00  
Other  receipts  on  6/1/14   497.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  6/1/14   $  20,243.00  
  
Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  6/8/14   $  14,013.70  
Other  receipts  on  6/8/14   1,170.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  6/8/14   $  15,183.70  
  
Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $  15,673.08  
  
May  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $671,532.47  
May  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $737,053.67  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($    65,521.20)  
   As  of  6/12/14  
  

  

  
  
  

  

  


